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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

In response to the above-identified Office Action, claims 1-20 remain pending in the 
present application. 

For the reasons set forth more fully below, Applicant respectfully submits that the present 
claims are allowable. Consequently, reconsideration, allowance and passage to issue of the 
present application are respectfully requested. 

The Examiner rejected claims 1-20 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Jasuja 
et al. ("Jasuja"). Applicant respectfully disagrees with the rejections. 

The present invention dynamically changes attributes in an embedded-SQL application 
with the provision of an option within a standard SQL statement for specifying one or more 
attributes of at least a declared cursor and the processing of the standard SQL statement to 
include the one or more attributes in the at least declared cursor. See independent claims 1, 8, 
and 1 5. Applicant recites more particularly that the option is provided as an ATTRIBUTES 
option within a PREPARE SQL statement. See dependent claims 2, 3, 9, 10, 16, and 17. In this 
manner, attributes of a cursor may be dynamically changed without requiring declaration of a 
new cursor or the introduction of a new SQL statement. Applicant illustrates this ability in the 
SQL examples in the specification from page 8, line 18 to page 10, line 9. Applicant fails to see 
anything in the Jasuja reference that teaches or suggests the ability to provide attributes of a 
declared cursor in a standard SQL statement and/or the ability to process the standard SQL 
statement to include the attributes in the declared cursor. 

The cited art of Jasuja is concerned with reducing database memory requirements for 
storing descriptors for bind variables of cursors. Bind variables are described as the input 
variables or parameterized values of a predicate of a query that when changed, change the rows 
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returned by the query (see col. 2, lines 2-20). Jasuja teaches that "bind variable descriptors are 
data describing attributes (e.g., the data types, lengths, precision, scale, etc., but not the values) of 
the bind variables" (col. 3, lines 14-17). The aim in Jasuja is to change how bind variable 
descriptors are maintained by only maintaining them in shared cursor objects and not in 
instantiation objects. 

While reducing memory requirements in database systems is a concern in Jasuja and the 
present invention, the issue addressed by Jasuja regarding a change in how bind variable 
descriptors are maintained fails to teach, show, or suggest the present invention, which addresses 
aspects of specifying attributes of a declared cursor to dynamically change the attributes. In fact, 
Applicant respectfully submits that the Jasuja reference is silent regarding cursor attributes and 
thus offers no teaching or suggestion as to how attributes of a declared cursor could or would be 
specified and processed. Thus, Applicant respectfully submits that Jasuja wholly fails to teach or 
suggest providing an option within a standard SQL statement for specifying one or more 
attributes of at least a declared cursor and processing the standard SQL statement to include the 
specified one or more attributes in the at least declared cursor, as recited in independent claims 1, 
8, and 15. More particularly, Jasuja wholly fails to teach, show, or suggest an ATTRIBUTES 
option provided within a PREPARE SQL statement, as recited in dependent claims 2, 3, 9, 10, 
16, and 17. 

In view of the foregoing, Applicant respectfully submits that these claims are allowable 
over the cited art. Further, claims 4-7, 11-14, and 18-20 also depend directly or indirectly on an 
independent claim, thus incorporating at least the features of an independent claim while adding 
further features. Therefore, these claims are respectfully submitted as allowable for at least those 
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reasons presented hereinabove. Accordingly, Applicant respectfully requests withdrawal of the 
rejection under 35 ILS.C. 102(b). 

Applicant's attorney believes that this application is in condition for allowance. Should 
any unresolved issues remain, Examiner is invited to call Applicant's attorney at the telephone 
number indicated below. 

Respectfully submitted, 
SAWYER LAW GROUP LLP 



December 23,2003 
Date Jc^ph A. Sawye 

torney for Applicant(s) 
Reg. No. 30,801 
(650) 493-4540 
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